
 

Bishop Terence Brady 
Bishops Commission for Social Justice – Mission and Service 
 

1 February 2021 

Dear Bishop Brady, 

On behalf of Catholics for Renewal I write to congratulate and commend you, as Bishop Delegate for the 
Australian Bishops Commission for Social Justice - Mission and Service on writing to the Prime Minister, Scott 
Morrison, urging him and his Government to add Australia’s signature to the UN Treaty on the Prohibition of 
Nuclear Weapons (TPNW). 

Catholics for Renewal strongly supports our bishops in scrutinising the ‘signs of the times’ and interpreting 
them in the light of the Gospel. A clear sign of our times is the nuclear threat that hangs over Australia and the 
world. 

Up until 1949 Australia supported an international control system with agreed nuclear weapons limitations 
and prohibitions.  In 1970 Australia signed the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) banning the 
transference of nuclear weapons between states and establishing safeguards to prevent nuclear energy being 
diverted from peaceful uses to the production of weapons. It ratified the NPT in 1973. 

Now, sadly, when almost 80 per cent of the Australian community want the nation to join the Treaty, the 
Australian Government, having opposed the TPNW process and boycotted its negotiations, refuses to sign.1  

In 1985 the Catholic Commission for Justice and Peace (CCJP) introduced its Social Justice Statement Work for 
a Just Peace with the blunt words of Pope Paul VI: “Do you want peace?  Then let us defend life.”  

In 1980 Pope John Paul II observed that war is not a mere political issue, but a moral and spiritual one that 
must be addressed: “Our future on this planet, exposed as it is to nuclear annihilation depends on one single 
factor.  Humanity must make a moral about-turn.” 

Pope Francis, no less forthright, recently stated: “nuclear weapons exist in the service of a mentality of fear 
that affects not only the parties in conflict but the entire human race. Weapons of mass destruction, 
particularly nuclear weapons, create nothing but a false sense of security. They cannot constitute the basis for 
peaceful coexistence between members of the human family, which must rather be inspired by an ethics of 
solidarity.” 

If we are persons of faith we are committed to a Kingdom of Justice and Peace – the world’s transformation in 
Christ.  If there is to be hope for our world, we must challenge anti-life systems and attitudes, and change 
them. We have to choose life. 

It is now 36 years since the last official and significant statement on the nuclear threat was made by the 
Australian bishops. Catholics for Renewal is, therefore, both delighted and encouraged to see the current 
members of the ACBC, under the leadership of the Commission for Social Justice, take this moral and 
principled position on nuclear weapons, and urging the Australian Government to sign the Treaty on the 
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. 

                                                             
1   IPSOS public opinion poll, 2018 



At the close of all previous plenary councils in Australia it has been customary for the Bishops to issue a 
Pastoral Letter addressing the issues of the time. At the close of the 5th Plenary Council of Australia in 2022, 
Catholics for Renewal would urge the Bishops, in their Pastoral Letter, to make a clear, forceful and principled 
statement on the elimination of all nuclear weapons. 

Yours in Christ, 

(Dr) Peter J Wilkinson 

President 
Catholics for Renewal 
 

Contact: 
C/- 209 High Street, 
LOWER TEMPLESTOWE, VIC, 3107 
Email: pjw52@bigpond.com 
Mobile: 0467 014 077 

mailto:pjw52@bigpond.com

