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EDITORIAL

Synodality - the inclusive element

Inclusion, Wikiversity. Each person counts. Each
forms part of the whole.

What's to be expected of the
forthcoming Plenary Council and a
renewed Church?

In response to Pope Francis' strong
reaffirmation of the Vatican II
synodal Church and with high
hopes for renewal by many
Catholics the first session of
Australia's 5th Plenary Council
commences on 3 October.

The Full Editorial considers a key element of synodal culture -
inclusiveness - and may be accessed HERE
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A brief and complementary 'Video Summary' of the Editorial (4'15") has
also been produced for reader convenience and may be viewed HERE.

Beyond the editorial, history interestingly records that the Open Letter to
Pope Benedict XVI and the Catholic Bishops of Australia, sponsored by
Catholics for Renewal in 2011 for the Australian Bishops’ ad limina visit to
Rome and signed by more than 8,000 Catholics contains the
recommendation ‘that each diocesan bishop convene at an early date a
synod in his diocese, under the provisions of Canon Law (C.460-468), to
discuss how the local Church might be a more authentic witness to Christ
in the 21st century’.

1. Full
Editorial
HERE

2. Video
summary
of
Editorial
(4'15")
HERE

Know the Dioceses in 2020

12 Profiles available so far:

With this Newsletter and as part of a
progressive compilation Catholics for
Renewal now publishes the third set of
four profiles in the series on territorial
dioceses in Australia, prepared by Dr
Peter Wilkinson. The latest profiles are

for the Archdiocese of Brisbane and the Dioceses of Ballarat, Bathurst and
Bunbury. They add to the initial profiles so far already published for
Adelaide, Cairns, Darwin, Hobart, Lismore, Sandhurst, Wagga Wagga and
Wilcannia Forbes.

Dr Peter Wilkinson, who has a well-established reputation for his research
on church councils and ministry, has prepared the profiles using
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authoritative church and government published material, as well as
information published by the dioceses themselves.

Before publishing the profiles a draft is sent to the relevant diocesan
bishop with an invitation to correct any errors and to advise of any recent
changes made or future plans being contemplated in relation to the
recommendations in The Light from the Southern Cross. Where responses
have been received they are noted and corrections and updates
incorporated.

The profiles do not seek or intend to make comment on or to present a
view on any diocese. Rather, they are intended to be a useful resource for
the people of each diocese, for Australian Catholics generally, and
particularly for those persons who have been called to participate in the
Plenary Council. Most called to the Council will be unfamiliar with the
characteristics of dioceses other than their own, as exceedingly few
dioceses publish an annual report (Adelaide Archdiocese is a rare
example), and no diocesan bishop in Australia has made public his
Quinquennial Report to the Holy See (even where redacted).

The profiles are also not an attempt to provide a substitute for such
documents, but simply to provide some basic factual information which will
allow Catholics across Australia, and particularly the Council participants,
to know the current situation in the particular territorial dioceses. It is
hoped that the information in them will foster greater understanding and
communion among the churches.

The profiles are being prepared in no particular order, and each month,
over the next 5-6 months, four more profiles will be published with each
Newsletter.

The latest four profiles and the previous eight are available at Item #99 on
the Documents page of this website, HERE

Bishops Commission
for Social Justice -
Mission and Service
support for UN Treaty
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US Nuclear test Enewetak Atoll 1952

on Prohibition of
Nuclear Weapons
(TPNW)

Catholics for Renewal has
written to congratulate
Bishop Terence Brady as
Bishop Delegate for the
Australian Bishops
Commission for Social
Justice - Mission and
Service, on writing to the Prime Minister, Scott Morrison, urging him and
his Government to add Australia’s signature to the UN Treaty on the
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW).

Catholics for Renewal strongly supports our bishops in scrutinising the
‘signs of the times’ and interpreting them in the light of the Gospel. A clear
sign of our times is the nuclear threat that hangs over Australia and the
world.

A copy of the letter to Bishop Brady is HERE

Passage of the Change or Suppression
(Conversion) Practices Prohibition Bill
2020

Catholics For Renewal lodged a submission in
support of the Victorian Parliament Change or

Suppression (Conversion) Practices Prohibition Bill 2020, which was
passed on 4 February.

Catholics for Renewal believes this Bill reflects more faithfully authentic
Catholic tradition on the equality of human beings than the present official
doctrine and that the practice of suppression is unjust and potentially
harmful. It is our hope that the passage of this Bill by the Parliament of
Victoria, and of similar legislation in Australia and other parts of the world,
will stir the official Church to recognise such moves as reflections of the
signs of the times calling upon it to reform its own doctrine on diverse
sexualities.

https://www.catholicsforrenewal.org/C4R - LETTER TO BISHOP BRADY RE UN TREATY ON NUCLEAR WEAPONS - FINAL.pdf


Writing after passage of the Bill in what might be regarded as a postscript
Dr Michael Leahy referring to harm done to people in the past commented
in Pearls & Irritations (John Menadue blog) on 7 February that:

"If such harm could have been defended as morally tolerable 70 years ago
on the ground that the whole of society, including the scientific community,
then regarded such sexualities as deviant, that defence has now been
demolished. The cries of these wounded sheep should now be enough to
make their shepherds recognise the call of their Lord in this existential
suffering rather than in the abstract doctrinal pronouncements of the past."

His paper "To care for the sheep or to preserve Church doctrine? Faith
groups are found wanting" may be accessed HERE

The following listing of recent Catholics
For Renewal website News & Opinion
items provide an overview of leading
Church issues and may be accessed
HERE

Note that publication of links to these items does
not necessarily indicate editorial support.

New Vatican synod undersecretary hopes for more women as Catholic
decision-makers. 
Pope appoints woman Under-Secretary at Synod of Bishop. 
To care for the sheep or to preserve Church doctrine? Faith groups are
found wanting. 
Gay conversion therapy banned in Victoria after marathon debate. 
Catholic youth have a ‘deep yearning for Christ’ says plenary delegate
Chris Lee. 
Doctors say conversion therapy laws too broad. 
Lay Catholics demand church rethink ‘outdated’ conversion stance. 
US Catholics a Divided House. 
Bishops urge Australia to sign Treaty on Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. 
US Catholic bishops sign statement to LGBT youth: ‘God created you,
God loves you.’ 
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A charade of unity: The US bishops continue to ignore Pope Francis'
vision for a renewed Church. 
Joe Biden’s Catholicism. 
Top German bishop presses on with Church reform, promises to involve
Vatican. 
Pope says women can be acolytes and lectors. 
Archbishop Coleridge: Catholic bishops can’t risk falling back on old tactics
of political engagement. 
"Cast off the dictatorship of the self," says pope on Epiphany. 
'You reap what you sow': Some bishops decry violence at Capitol. 
International Church Reform Movement releases A Peoples Exhortation. 
Brazilian archbishop faces accusations of abuse of seminarians. 
Remembering Geoffrey Robinson: a bishop of compassion and integrity.

Getting Back On Mission

"a good pre-Plenary gift for the discerning"

Getting Back on Mission is forward-looking and founded on trust in the
Spirit – it is about hope. The book focuses on Jesus’ mission for the
Church;

Getting Back on Mission: Reforming Our Church Together - “... a realistic,
hopeful and authentically Catholic roadmap for the forthcoming Australian
Plenary Council.....” (Frank Brennan SJ, AO)

This book is available from Garratt Publishing at A$29.95 

Free Call: 1300 650 878 or online HERE

Donations, Comments, Inquiries;

DONATIONS HERE.

(thanks to those who have responded)

Our 'renewal' work is a labour of love - much
labour and much love for our Christ-given Church.

https://www.garrattpublishing.com.au/product/9781925009651/?ut
http://www.catholicsforrenewal.org/supportus.htm


Please help support our intensive voluntary and mostly self-funded
ongoing work. Purchasing a copy of Get Back on Mission (here) will also
help.

eMail: info@catholicsforrenewal.org.au 
Website: www.catholicsforrenewal.org.au

You can link this Newsletter to your Social Media site(s) via the icons
above. Share it with friends similarly, or simply forward it to them -
using the FORWARD button below. You or they may Subscribe to or
Unsubscribe from our email list at any time using the PREFERENCES or
UNSUBSCRIBE button below, or by direct email request.

You are welcome to forward this Newsletter

to your friends and colleagues, using the 'Forward' button below.

 

©2021 Catholics For Renewal | Doncaster Heights LPO, PO Box 178, Doncaster Heights, Victoria 3109
Australia

Web Version   Preferences   Forward   Unsubscribe  

  

https://garrattpublishing.com.au/product/9781925009651/
mailto:info@catholicsforrenewal.org.au
http://www.catholicsforrenewal.org.au
https://madmimi.com/p/d1a1f11?pact=0-0-0-864282bb90492c26bd775b6a23655313fd13d23d
https://go.madmimi.com/subscription/edit?pact=0-0-0-864282bb90492c26bd775b6a23655313fd13d23d&amx=0
https://go.madmimi.com/forward/0-0-0-864282bb90492c26bd775b6a23655313fd13d23d?pact=0-0-0-864282bb90492c26bd775b6a23655313fd13d23d&amx=0
https://go.madmimi.com/opt_out?pact=0-0-0-864282bb90492c26bd775b6a23655313fd13d23d&amx=0
https://madmimi.com/?

	Newsletter, 11 February 2021
	"Synodality - the inclusive element"

	EDITORIAL
	Synodality - the inclusive element
	Know the Dioceses in 2020
	Bishops Commission for Social Justice - Mission and Service support for UN Treaty on Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW)
	Passage of the Change or Suppression (Conversion) Practices Prohibition Bill 2020
	The following listing of recent Catholics For Renewal website News & Opinion items provide an overview of leading Church issues and may be accessed HERE
	Getting Back On Mission
	"a good pre-Plenary gift for the discerning"
	Donations, Comments, Inquiries;
	You are welcome to forward this Newsletter


