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Thursday 6th August and Sunday 9 August 2020 mark the 75th anniversary of the bombing of the
Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki with atomic weapons. The destruction of human life
and dwellings was horrific. Pope Francis, on his visit to both cities in 2019, pleaded for the world
to understand that “the possession of nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction is
not the answer to the longings of the human heart for security, peace and stability”.
In its submission to the Plenary Council, Catholics for Renewal identified the ‘nuclear threat’ as
one of the most significant signs of the times. The Catholic Church in Australia has not made a
clear, forceful and principled statement on the elimination of nuclear weapons since 1985.
On 3 August the Society of St Columban, whose missionary members have been working in
Japan since 1948, just three years after the atomic attack, published a powerful and prophetic
Message of Peace and Nonviolence calling for the abolition of nuclear weapons, their production,
possession, testing and use. Catholics for Renewal unequivocally endorses this message which
we re-publish below.
We also pray that the hierarchy and forthcoming Plenary Council of the Catholic Church in
Australia will speak to our nation and its leaders with clarity and wisdom urging a total ban on the
development, possession and use of nuclear weapons here and throughout the world.

Columban Message of Peace and Nonviolence
On the 75th anniversary of the Atomic Bombings of
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