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EDITORIAL

Australian bishops blank Pope Francis

Pope Francis, Gugliemo
Mangiapane

Full Editorial HERE

Limited Extract: 
Last year Pope Francis sent out a call for
bishops across the world to consult the faithful in
their dioceses about synodality. In March that
year he set the theme for the October 2023 XVI
Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of
Bishops as: “For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation and
Mission”.

Synod preparations began in October 2021 with Francis inviting Catholics
throughout the world to reflect on the theme and to get involved in their
local diocesan consultations aimed at promoting communion and
journeying together. Francis’ desire was to proceed “gently, but firmly and
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tenaciously” towards a synodal Church”.

So far, in Australia, all but a few of the bishops have responded with
inertia......

Full Editorial HERE

Legislation, Action OHS

Survey of diocesan websites on Australian
engagement in Pope Francis's 2023 Synod
on Synodality

For some time, Catholics for Renewal has been
concerned about the lack of publicity and activity
for diocesan consultations for Synod 2023. On 5-7
February 2022 it conducted a desk survey of the

websites of all 28 Australian territorial dioceses to assess the level of both
communication and activity. The findings were astoundingly dismal: just 4
dioceses referred to the Synod 2023 diocesan consultations on their
Homepage; only 3 dioceses were actively promoting Synod 2023 diocesan
consultations; and only 3 dioceses had planned diocesan or parish coffee
conversations. Catholics for Renewal has concluded that 18 dioceses have
demonstrated no enthusiasm for consulting their Catholic faithful on the
theme of the 2023 Synod of Bishops, 6 show only modest enthusiasm,
and just 4 dioceses exhibit significant enthusiasm. This is a national
disgrace and an insult to Pope Francis and his and Vatican II’s vision for a
synodal church in the 21st century.

In view of this patent lack of enthusiasm by Australia’s diocesan bishops to
promote the local consultations that Pope Francis has called for, Catholics
for Renewal calls on all Catholics across Australia to study the Synod
Questionnaire and associated papers (here) as soon as possible, have
conversations, and make submissions online, to the Australian
Consultation, before Sunday 27 February 2022, or directly instead as also
invited, preferably by July 2022, to the General Secretariat for Synod of
Bishops in Rome, or both. A recent Media Report from the Secretariat
provides a helpful initial update on global progress towards the 2023
Synod. 
Submission details are included in our Editorial here
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Looking ahead

Brief opportunity shortly to consider Plenary
Council 1st Assembly OUTPUT as INPUT for
the 2nd Assembly in July

Our next Newsletter will highlight the opportunity and arrangements very
shortly for people to comment, over a very limited time, on the formal
proposals finally emerging from the Plenary Council 1st Assembly and its
initial follow-up process. This will contribute towards finalising formal
proposals for submission to the Plenary Council 2nd and final Assembly in
July 2022, in Sydney.

The following listing of recent Catholics For
Renewal website News & Opinion items
provide an overview of leading Church issues
and may be accessed HERE

Note that publication of links to these items does not
necessarily indicate editorial support.

Synod of Bishops offers initial assessment of synodal process 
Religious Discrimination Legislation:The Good,the Bad and the Ugly. 
Religious Discrimination Bill goes down in flames. 
Leaders take religious discrimination battle to the polls. 
Symposium to explore relationship between priests and laity. 
Vatican’s Synodal process in trouble. 
Open government for the Church. 
Pope tells priests to open themselves to the world. 
‘It’s appalling’: For trans student Miles, gender identity should have
nothing to do with school. 
Pope Benedict asks for forgiveness in a ‘confession’ responding to Munich
sex abuse report. 
Discrimination — even by bishops — is contrary to the message of Jesus. 
New signs that the old order is definitely passing away. 
Cardinal Marx: Having married priests ‘would be better for everyone’. 

http://www.catholicsforrenewal.org/news-2022


Why we, as Christian parents, cannot sign a school contract that
condemns gay or transgender students. 
Report reveals extent of abuse within Church in NZ. 
Pope tells women in Church to fight when treated unfairly.

It's all about "Getting Back On Mission"

Getting Back on Mission is forward-looking and
founded on trust in the Spirit – it is about hope.
The book focuses on Jesus’ mission for the
Church;

Getting Back on Mission: Reforming Our Church
Together - “... a realistic, hopeful and authentically
Catholic roadmap for the forthcoming Australian
Plenary Council.....” (Frank Brennan SJ, AO)

This book is available from Garratt Publishing at A$29.95 

Free Call: 1300 650 878 or online HERE

Comments, Inquiries, Donations invited.

DONATIONS HERE.

(thanks to those who have kindly responded)

We are volunteers. Our 'renewal' work is a labour
of love - much love for our Christ-given Church
and much labour in supporting it. Please help support our intensive and
mostly self-funded ongoing work. Purchasing a copy of Get Back on
Mission (here) will also help.

eMail: info@catholicsforrenewal.org.au 
Website: www.catholicsforrenewal.org.au

You're invited to link this Newsletter to your Social Media site(s) via
the icons at the top of this Newsletter. Share it with friends or simply

https://www.garrattpublishing.com.au/product/9781925009651/?ut
https://www.garrattpublishing.com.au/product/9781925009651/?ut
http://www.catholicsforrenewal.org/supportus.htm
https://garrattpublishing.com.au/product/9781925009651/
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forward it to them - using the FORWARD button below. You or they may
Subscribe to or Unsubscribe from our email list at any time using the
PREFERENCES or UNSUBSCRIBE button below, or by direct email
request.

You are invited to forward this Newsletter to friends and
colleagues, directly or using the 'Forward' button below.
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