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EDITORIAL

5th Plenary Council: what hope for success?

Full Editorial HERE

Limited Extract: 
Just days away the 5th Plenary
Council of Australia will open on
Sunday 3 October 2021 with a
Solemn Mass and mixed
expectations. For over it hangs a critical question: can it deliver the much-
needed renewal of a drifting and wounded Church gone off mission? 

While many are optimistic, many others are sceptical, doubting the
determination for renewal, especially among the bishops. 
There is now universal agreement that the Church in Australia has gone
‘off mission’ and is in crisis.....
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Full Editorial HERE. 

(Image: Plenary Council image as modified)

Plenary Council Members: An Analysis.

Peter Wilkinson

At 22 September 2021 total ‘members’ of the 2021/2022
5th Plenary Council of the Catholic Church in Australia numbered 278.
Together they have authority to make laws which provide for the pastoral
needs of the people of God in Australia (c. 445). Their authority to legislate
comes not from any delegation by their local bishop, but from a ‘summons’
or ‘call’ from the President of the Plenary Council (c. 443). They are
‘members’ of the Council, not ‘delegates’. This analysis provides a
comprehensive yet readily accessible breakdown of members, and is
available HERE or on the Catholics For Renewal website Documents page
(at document No. 105) HERE image: psdgraphics.com

Exploring Australian Indigenous Culture,
Mission and Spiritualities

FREE ONLINE EVENT 
On the Agenda for the 5th Australian Plenary
Council is this question: How might the Church in
Australia open in new ways to indigenous ways of
being Christian in spirituality, theology, liturgy, and
missionary discipleship? How might we learn from
the First Nations peoples? Fortuitously, a special
webinar examining some of these issues has been
organised by the Divine Word Missionaries and the ecumenical Australian
Association for Mission Studies to take place on Saturday 2 October 2021,
the eve of the Council Opening. 
The webinar is FREE to attend. Details, Flyer and Registration on
Catholics For Renewal EVENTS page

The following listing of recent Catholics For
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Renewal website News & Opinion items
provide an overview of leading Church issues
and may be accessed HERE

Note that publication of links to these items does not
necessarily indicate editorial support.

Historic gathering with bland agenda unlikely to stem decay in the Catholic
Church 
Increasingly bitter polarisation is a problem: Cardinal Pell 
George Pell returned to Australia ahead of church reforms 
Is it time to re-think seminaries? 
Cracking open the Plenary Council: Helpers wanted for Mark Coleridge
and the Holy Spirit. Part 2 
Pray with us and for us: Archbishop Costelloe 
Cardinal Pell says he 'never really approved' of Benedict XVI's decision to
resign 
Conversations on Church governance continue 
Synodality involves everyone 
At the Table of the Lord 
Advisers and chairpersons named for Plenary Council 
Pope Francis: ‘I have never denied Communion to anyone.’ 
The world’s smallest army.140 soldiers - considers the ‘unthinkable’ 
In Slovakia, Pope Francis calls for freedom in civil society & Church 
The Plenary Council: Consulting the faithful 
Synods and synodality take center stage 
Vatican releases Synod Preparatory Document 
Pope at Angelus: Healing of the heart begins with listening 
Catholic Church must overhaul power structure 
Pope Francis said interesting things about Vatican II in last weeks 
Excommunicated or not, Call to Action leader served his church,
community 
Two Homilies: Insights into challenge of 'hanging in there'; 'Mary the
person 
Technology in place for first Plenary Council assembly 
Unnecessary red tape aimed at silencing charities 
The challenge of Church leadership 
Encounter with Jesus more important than all the commandments 
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The bishops must hear the laity for synodal process to succeed 
Vinnies National President to participate in Plenary Council 
Statement on disagreement between Irish Government and some
members of Catholic Bishops 
Church urges action to care for the earth, the poor 
Bishops Conference names deputy general secretary 
What we might hope from the Catholic Plenary Council! 
Rebel Irish Bishops defy government’s Covid Communion ban 
Crises are signs that church is still alive, pope says 
Grappling with Patriarchal Constructs of Women in the Lectionary and
Bible. 
Adelaide Diocesan Assembly 
Let’s go to where the people are: Archbishop Comensoli 
Who are our Plenary Archdiocesan members? 
Parishes: Leadership and other issues with clustering and mergers 
Nathalie Becquart explains synodality 
Women believers changed the Roman Empire — now we must change the
Roman Church

It's all about "Getting Back On Mission"

Getting Back on Mission is forward-looking and founded on trust in the
Spirit – it is about hope. The book focuses on Jesus’ mission for the
Church;

Getting Back on Mission: Reforming Our Church Together - “... a realistic,
hopeful and authentically Catholic roadmap for the forthcoming Australian
Plenary Council.....” (Frank Brennan SJ, AO)

This book is available from Garratt Publishing at A$29.95 

Free Call: 1300 650 878 or online HERE

Comments, Inquiries, Donations invited.

DONATIONS HERE.

https://www.garrattpublishing.com.au/product/9781925009651/?ut
https://www.garrattpublishing.com.au/product/9781925009651/?ut
http://www.catholicsforrenewal.org/supportus.htm


(thanks to those who have responded)

We are volunteers. Our 'renewal' work is a labour
of love - much love for our Christ-given Church
and much labour in supporting it. Please help
support our intensive and mostly self-funded
ongoing work. Purchasing a copy of Get Back on
Mission (here) will also help.

eMail: info@catholicsforrenewal.org.au 
Website: www.catholicsforrenewal.org.au

You're invited to link this Newsletter to your Social Media site(s) via
the icons above. Share it with friends or simply forward it to them -
using the FORWARD button below. You or they may Subscribe to or
Unsubscribe from our email list at any time using the PREFERENCES or
UNSUBSCRIBE button below, or by direct email request.

You are welcome and encouraged to forward this Newsletter to
friends and colleagues using the 'Forward' button below.
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