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EDITORIAL

Advent – Waiting with hope for Church renewal

3rd Sunday of Advent.
stushieart.com

“We begin to die the day we don’t act on things that
matter.” 
– Dr Martin Luther King Jnr

As of today, 10 December 2020, 297 days remain
before the Opening of the 1st Session of the
Australian Plenary Council on 3 October 2021. This
gathering of the 36 particular churches (dioceses) in
this nation will be a rare opportunity to synodally
address many of the most pressing issues that
challenge our Church in our times. A long Advent is

before us as we wait in hope for much needed renewal. This editorial
considers the situation, aspirations, and prospects.

For the first time a brief (4'30") 'Video Summary' of the December
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Editorial has been produced for reader convenience and may be viewed
HERE.

The Full text Editorial may be read HERE

Know the Dioceses in 2020

With this Newsletter
Catholics for
Renewal publishes
another four profiles
in the series on the
territorial dioceses in
Australia prepared
by Dr Peter
Wilkinson. They are for the Archdiocese of Adelaide and the Dioceses of
Wilcannia-Forbes, Darwin, and Lismore. They add to the initial profiles
already published on the dioceses of Cairns, Wagga Wagga, Sandhurst
and Hobart.

Dr Peter Wilkinson, who has a well-established reputation for his research
on church councils and ministry, has prepared the profiles using
authoritative church and government published material, as well as
information published by the dioceses themselves.

Before publishing the profiles a draft is sent to the relevant diocesan
bishop with an invitation to correct any errors and to advise of any recent
changes made or future plans being contemplated in relation to the
recommendations in The Light from the Southern Cross. Where responses
have been received they are noted and corrections and updates
incorporated.

The profiles do not seek or intend to make comment on or to present a
view on any diocese. Rather, they are intended to be a useful resource for
the people of each diocese, for Australian Catholics generally, and
particularly for those persons who have been called to participate in the
Plenary Council. Most called to the Council will be unfamiliar with the
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characteristics of dioceses other than their own, as exceedingly few
dioceses publish an annual report (Adelaide Archdiocese is a rare
example), and no diocesan bishop in Australia has made public his
Quinquennial Report to the Holy See (even where redacted).

The profiles are not an attempt to provide a substitute for such documents,
but simply to provide some basic factual information which will allow
Catholics across Australia, and particularly the Council participants, to
know the current situation in the particular territorial dioceses. It is hoped
that the information in them will foster greater understanding and
communion among the churches.

The profiles are being prepared in no particular order, and each month,
over the next 7-8 months, four profiles will be published with each
Newsletter.

The latest four profiles and the previous original four are available at Item
#99 on the Documents page of this website, HERE

(and now for something a little different at this unusual end-of-year)

Pygmy Possum, Kangaroo Island, Ashlee Benc
Kangaroo Island Land for Wildlife, ABC

A little good-news story
and sign of Hope

Little pygmy possum
discovered on Kangaroo
Island after fears bushfires
had wiped them out.

Extract from Mahalia Carter, ABC
News, 6 December 2020.

A little pygmy possum has been found on Kangaroo Island for the first time
since its habitat was mostly destroyed in bushfires that burnt almost half
the island.

Fauna ecologist Pat Hodgens said the discovery on the west of the South
Australian island, nearly one year on from the fires, was extremely
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exciting.

"There's only really been 113 formal records of the species [ever on
Kangaroo Island]," he said.

"So certainly not very common and, obviously, the summer bushfires burnt
through much of that habitat that species had, but we were certainly
hopeful that we would find them."

Mr Hodgens said the little pygmy possum was a difficult species to find
and study, given their tiny size.

The little pygmy possum, or Cercartetus lepidus, weighs a mere 7 grams.
Described as the world's smallest possum, they can primarily be found in
Tasmania, along with Kangaroo Island and sometimes on mainland South
Australia and Victoria.......(more).

The following listing of recent Catholics
For Renewal website News & Opinion
items provide an overview of leading
Church issues and may be accessed
HERE

Note that publication of links to these items does
not necessarily indicate editorial support.

New RE program takes hands-on approach 
Vatican urges greater action on climate change 
Mass for You at Home to continue in 2021 
Bishop of Sale welcomed in person, online. 
Some US dioceses improve financial transparency, others secretive. 
Vatican strengthens its internal financial oversight 
Synodality with "full, conscious and active participation". 
A new approach to helping abuse survivors. 
You can’t reach the world when all you have is a hammer. 
Promoting Christian unity is not optional. 
Plenary Council assembly mixes in-person, online format. 
New national body to unify, strengthen and safeguard Church work. 
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Newly appointed US bishop pledges to establish ‘trust’ in Diocese of
Buffalo. 
Report says Montreal Archdiocese covered for abusive priest for decades. 
NZ Royal Commission. 
Pope Francis: A crisis reveals what is in our hearts. 
Women ‘clap back’ at Francis comment they do not need to be priests to
lead in the church. 
Bishop of Broome on leave after sexual misconduct allegations. 
Communique on the Diocese of Broome, Suffragan Diocese of the
Metropolitan See of Perth. 
Prayer included in gay conversion ban. 
Ardern an example of a successful leader Pope says. 
Diarmuid Martin’s successor must be cut from the same cloth. 
Action plan missing from McCarrick Report can be found Down Under 
Bishops set for second virtual plenary meeting. 
US bishops urge Trump, Barr to stop federal executions. 
Nuclear weapons are illegal: 50 nations ratify historic UN treaty. 
Anti-abuse crusader says McCarrick Report sends clear message to the
hierarchy. 
Head of US bishops foresees conflict with the Biden Administration. 
Media matters for the good of the Church. 
NZ cardinal opens inquiry into dead bishop’s abuse response. 
Judge reserves ruling on media over trial reporting. 
New place-based centre for research and action will support marginalised
communities to flourish. 
Bishop Peter Elliott in serious but stable condition. 
Australians are disillusioned with Church but spiritually hungry. 
Many pre-Covid worshippers will never return – Diarmuid Martin. 
Profiles in clericalism. 
Joe Biden thanked Pope Francis. 
The end of the Trumpian captivity of the American Church. 
Pope Francis vows to end sexual abuse after McCarrick report. 
Deep Dive: The McCarrick Report. 
Joseph R Biden on on his Catholic Faith, Politics and Pope Francis.

Getting Back On Mission



"a good Christmas gift for the discerning"

Getting Back on Mission is forward-looking and founded on trust in the
Spirit – it is about hope. The book focuses on Jesus’ mission for the
Church;

Getting Back on Mission: Reforming Our Church Together - “... a realistic,
hopeful and authentically Catholic roadmap for the forthcoming Australian
Plenary Council.....” (Frank Brennan SJ, AO)

This book is available from Garratt Publishing at A$29.95 

Free Call: 1300 650 878 or online HERE

Donations, Comments, Inquiries;

DONATIONS HERE.

(thanks to those who have responded)

Our work is a labour of love - much labour and
much love for our Christ-given Church. Please

help support our intensive voluntary and mostly self-funded ongoing work.
Purchasing a copy of Get Back on Mission (here) will also help.

eMail: info@catholicsforrenewal.org.au 
Website: www.catholicsforrenewal.org.au

You can link this Newsletter to your Social Media site(s) via the icons
above. Share it with friends similarly, or simply forward it to them -
using the FORWARD button below. You or they may Subscribe to or
Unsubscribe from our email list at any time using the PREFERENCES or
UNSUBSCRIBE button below, or by direct email request.
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