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EDITORIAL

Plenary Council contributions and concerns

Painting: Into the Light. Pinterest, Osnat Fine Art

Full Editorial: HERE

Limited Extracts: 
Ten years ago Catholics for
Renewal urged the Australian
bishops to convene a long-overdue
plenary council in 2015, the 50th
anniversary of the close of Vatican
II. From the time they decided a
Plenary Council was opportune we

have made every effort to ensure it succeeds in renewing our Church....

....we do have some serious concerns, some voiced publicly and others
privately, that the Council is not adequately attending to the expressed
needs of the people of God....
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Full Editorial HERE

Keys to reforming our Church together

Launch of Summary Document 'eFlipbook'

This eFlipbook brings together – in revised form – ten
Summary Documents accessibly explaining some key
terminology and principles to support Plenary Council
participation. These were progressively published on
our website over the last sixteen months:

1.What is the 'Sense of Faith of Christ's faithful'? 
2.Synodal Governance for a Pastoral Church 
3.Co-responsibility: Sharing in Church Governance 
4.Clericalism 
5.Women and Ministry 
6.Priesthood, Celibacy & Marriage 
7.Subsidiarity 
8.Signs of the Times 
9.Stewardship 
10.Discernment: It has been Decided by the Holy Spirit

Written by Catholics For Renewal and published by Garratt Publishing the
eFlipbook is currently free on our website Documents page

or HERE

Know the Dioceses in 2020

Four New Diocese Profiles: 
20 Profiles available so far

With this Newsletter and as part of a
progressive compilation Catholics for
Renewal now publishes the fifth set of
four profiles in the series on territorial
dioceses in Australia, prepared by Dr

Peter Wilkinson. The latest profiles are for the Catholic Archdiocese of
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Perth and the Dioceses of Sale, Townsville and Woolongong. They add to
the initial profiles so far already published for Adelaide; Armidale; Ballarat;
Bathurst; Brisbane; Bunbury; Cairns; Darwin; Geraldton; Hobart; Lismore;
Melbourne; Sandhurst; Toowoomba; Wagga Wagga; Wilcannia Forbes.

The latest four profiles and the previous sixteen are available at Item #99
on the Documents page of this website HERE

Dr Peter Wilkinson, who has a well-established reputation for his research
on church councils and ministry, has prepared the profiles using
authoritative church and government published material, as well as
information published by the dioceses themselves.

Before publishing the profiles a draft is sent to the relevant diocesan
bishop with an invitation to correct any errors and to advise of any recent
changes made or future plans being contemplated in relation to the
recommendations in The Light from the Southern Cross. Where responses
have been received they are noted and corrections and updates
incorporated.

The profiles do not seek or intend to make comment on or to present a
view on any diocese. Rather, they are intended to be a useful resource for
the people of each diocese, for Australian Catholics generally, and
particularly for those persons who have been called to participate in the
Plenary Council. Most called to the Council will be unfamiliar with the
characteristics of dioceses other than their own, as exceedingly few
dioceses publish an annual report (Adelaide Archdiocese is a rare
example), and no diocesan bishop in Australia has made public his
Quinquennial Report to the Holy See (even where redacted).

The profiles are also not an attempt to provide a substitute for such
documents, but simply to provide some basic factual information which will
allow Catholics across Australia, and particularly the Council participants,
to know the current situation in the particular territorial dioceses. It is
hoped that the information in them will foster greater understanding and
communion among the churches.

The profiles are being prepared in no particular order, and over the next 4
months, remaining profiles will be progressively published in Newsletters.

https://www.catholicsforrenewal.org/documents
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The following listing of recent Catholics
For Renewal website News & Opinion
items provide an overview of leading
Church issues and may be accessed
HERE

Note that publication of links to these items does
not necessarily indicate editorial support.

Respect@Work shines a light on male-dominated workplace cultures 
Prayer campaign launched for assembly countdown 
Care for the environment a religious duty 
Catholic women step into the pulpit in Germany 
Whose synodality? Social alliances and institutional models in global
Catholicism 
Stop suppressing Catholics, outspoken nun tells Australian church leaders 
New auxiliary bishops appointed for Melbourne 
Work to begin on Brisbane church for Vietnamese Catholics 
Vatican warns US bishops over plan to deny Biden Communion 
Vatican responds to bishops’ call to amend Church law on crimes against
minors 
Australian archbishop says there's no stopping pope's push for synodality 
Video: Convocation of Catholics, Sr Joan Chittister 
Academic Statement on the Ethics of Free and Faithful Same-Sex
Relationships 
Birthday boosts popularity of sunglass-wearing Blessed 
US cardinal: Pope Francis is using synodality to change the Church 
Adelaide Diocesan Assembly planning under way 
Marking the birth of modern Catholic Social Teaching 
Synods will make the difference 
Women Plenary members meet at special event 
Cardinal says German Church ‘heading in wrong direction’ 
NZ Royal Commission blows $56m budget, loses power 
US Catholic bishops to vote on pressuring Joe Biden to stop taking
Communion over abortion views 
Synodality and papal primacy 
Inside the Vatican: Inside the top secret process of appointing a Catholic

http://www.catholicsforrenewal.org/news-2021


bishop 
The religious recession 
The Nuns are going to the border 
Catholic Church must embrace 'synodality' 
Catholic laypeople in Cologne Archdiocese demand local synod 
German legislators consider ending state payments to churches 
Catholic Church builds mosque for internally displaced Muslims 
Vatican event on priesthood to explore topic of celibacy 
Another attempt to mute the voices of Catholic women 
Pope calls for "regeneration" of global financial institutions 
Religious call for Indigenous voice in Constitution 
The works of Hans Küng will be read for a long time 
The grounded hope of Good Friday 
Francis says the Church is ‘never wrong’ when it listens to the faithful 
Pope appoints abuse victim to top safeguarding role 
Consultation for Women provides hope for the future 
Bishops in France rethink the future of seminaries

It's all about "Getting Back On Mission"

Getting Back on Mission is forward-looking and founded on trust in the
Spirit – it is about hope. The book focuses on Jesus’ mission for the
Church;

Getting Back on Mission: Reforming Our Church Together - “... a realistic,
hopeful and authentically Catholic roadmap for the forthcoming Australian
Plenary Council.....” (Frank Brennan SJ, AO)

This book is available from Garratt Publishing at A$29.95 

Free Call: 1300 650 878 or online HERE

Comments, Inquiries, Donations welcome!

DONATIONS HERE.

(thanks to those who have responded)

https://www.garrattpublishing.com.au/product/9781925009651/?ut
https://www.garrattpublishing.com.au/product/9781925009651/?ut
http://www.catholicsforrenewal.org/supportus.htm


We are volunteers. Our 'renewal' work is a labour
of love - much love for our Christ-given Church
and much labour in supporting it. Please help
support our intensive and mostly self-funded
ongoing work. Purchasing a copy of Get Back on
Mission (here) will also help.

eMail: info@catholicsforrenewal.org.au 
Website: www.catholicsforrenewal.org.au

You're invited to link this Newsletter to your Social Media site(s) via
the icons above. Share it with friends similarly, or simply forward it to
them - using the FORWARD button below. You or they may Subscribe to
or Unsubscribe from our email list at any time using the PREFERENCES
or UNSUBSCRIBE button below, or by direct email request.

You are welcome to forward this Newsletter

to your friends and colleagues, using the 'Forward' button below.
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