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EDITORIAL

Plenary Council Motions: no match for the Church's crisis

Pompei FORUM (toursinsorrento.com)

Full Editorial HERE

Limited Extract: 
At Pentecost 2018, just months after the
Australian Royal Commission into
Institutional Responses to Child Sexual
Abuse had exposed the gross failings of
the Catholic Church in this nation,
Australia’s bishops launched the Fifth Plenary Council of Australia to
address the Church’s huge and existential crisis: identify the underlying
problems, propose solutions, and provide hope for new life.

Four years on, at Pentecost 2022, after a lengthy process of prayer,
discernment, listening to the sensus fidei of Christ’s faithful, a General
Assembly in October 2021, and 8 months of further discernment, a set of
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30 Motions has been presented to the almost 280 Council Members from
Australia’s 36 dioceses, eparchies, and ordinariates, as the proposed
solutions to the crisis. The Members will meet at Sydney in July for the
Second General Assembly and vote to accept them, amended or
unamended. From the accepted Motions will come the Council decrees
which, if approved by Rome, will be the new laws for the Church
throughout Australia.

Where does all that take us now? Read full Editorial HERE

St Mary of the Cross MacKillop
(Catholic Outlook)

Hope from Saint Mary of the Cross
MacKillop

(from fransiscanmedia.com)

If Saint Mary MacKillop were alive today, she
would be a household name. It’s not that she
sought the limelight. On the contrary, she
simply wanted to serve the poor wherever
she found them in her native Australia. But

along the way, she managed to arouse the ire of some rather powerful
churchmen. One even excommunicated her for a time.

Born in Melbourne in 1842, to parents who had emigrated from Scotland,
Mary grew up in a family that faced constant financial struggles. As a
young woman she was drawn to religious life but could not find an existing
order of Sisters that met her needs. In 1860, she met Father Julian
Tenison Woods, who became her spiritual director. Together they founded
a new community of women—the Sisters of St. Joseph of the Sacred
Heart, also known as the Josephite Sisters. Its members were to staff
schools especially for poor children, as well as orphanages, and do other
works of charity.

As the congregation grew, so did Mary MacKillop’s problems. Her priest-
friend proved unreliable in many ways and his responsibilities for direction
of the Sisters were removed. Meanwhile, Mary had the support of some
local bishops as she and her Sisters went about their work. But the bishop
in South Australia, aging and relying on others for advice, briefly
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excommunicated Mary—charging her with disobedience—and dispensed
50 of her Sisters from their vows. In truth, the bishop’s quarrel was about
power and who had authority over whom. He ultimately rescinded his
order of excommunication.

Mary insisted that her congregation should be governed by an elected
mother general answerable to Rome, not to the local bishop. There also
were disputes about whether or not the congregation could own property.
In the end, Rome proved to be Mary’s best source of support. After a long
wait official approval of the congregation—and how it was to be governed
—came from Pope Leo XIII.

Despite her struggles with Church authorities, Mary MacKillop and her
Sisters were able to offer social services that few, if any, government
agencies in Australia could. They served Protestants and Catholics alike.
They worked among the Aborigines. They taught in schools and
orphanages and served unmarried mothers.

Money, actually the lack of it, was a constant worry. But the Sisters who
begged from door to door, were bolstered by faith and by the conviction
that their struggles were opportunities to grow closer to God.

By the time Mary was approaching the end of her life, the congregation
was thriving. She died in 1909 at the age of 67. Pope John Paul II beatified
her in 1995. In 2010, when Pope Benedict XVI canonized her, she became
Australia’s first saint. Her liturgical feast is celebrated on August 8.

Joan Chittister
(joanchittister.org)

Hope from Joan Chittister OSB

by Gail Grossman Freyne, PhD, LL.B, 
Vice President of Catholics for Renewal.

“My hope is that our lives will declare this meeting
open” -June Jordan

When Joan Chittister toured Australia these past six
weeks a whole lot of hope washed over us.

And a very big meeting was opened: Thousands of us bought tickets to



hear her in person, nearly two thousand in Melbourne, eight hundred in
Adelaide, eight hundred in Sydney, eight hundred in Brisbane and they
were just the public events. Privately, she spoke to hundreds at a
gathering of Catholic Religious Australia, for her ‘family’ of Good Sams and
Benedictines, and for Mater Health with its ten thousand employees. Most
of these events were recorded for national and international viewing, many
for religious working overseas.

More thousands tuned in to the programme, ‘Soul Search’ on ABC
National radio, and on ABC South Australia. Thousands watched a Zoom
presented by ACCCR, read interviews in the Adelaide Advertiser, they
watched her on The Drum on ABC TV, and listened to her in conversation
with Rachael Kohn, Geraldine Doogue, and soon to be seen nationally on
Zoom with John Warhurst for the states she was unable to visit: Western
Australia, the Northern Territory and Tasmania. And, of course, for those
in hospital, jail, aged care and the far reaches of the continent who were
unable to attend in person.

Finally, she spoke to two hundred and fifty of our 14-17 year old students
from eighteen Catholic high schools in the Melbourne Archdiocese. They,
the hope of the side, blessed with a privileged education, were urged to
take the responsibility of being a Public Intellectual in the tradition of
Catholic Social Teaching.

Why did all these people turn up or tune in? One religious superior put it to
me very succinctly: “Joan is an orthodox Catholic to her core”. She is not
contradicting church teaching, she is asking us to live it and live it faithfully
and more abundantly. Our ‘Roots’ are in the gospels and the theology of
Vatican II. As she says, “this Council called upon the church to be the
church that the church was meant to be”. Each person came to each
meeting to be confirmed, to be reassured, to be blessed so that they could
try, one more time, in hope, to take ‘Wings’ within the best of the Catholic
tradition. They believe her when she tells them that we have all been
called - to engage in the ongoing work of co-creation of God’s world.

(Hope from Pope Francis, Vatican II, and the
People of God)

The Synod of Bishops (Synod on



Pope Francis (@Pontifex)

Synodality)

(Edited extracts from Pope Francis Homily at
Opening the Synodal Path, St Peter’s Basilica, 10
October 2021)

Celebrating a Synod means walking on the same
road, walking together. I would like to reflect on
[the] three verbs that characterize the Synod.

The first is encounter. The Gospel passage (today) begins by speaking of
an encounter. A man comes up to Jesus and kneels down before him,
asking him a crucial question: “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit
eternal life?” (Mark 10:17). So important a question requires attention,
time, willingness to encounter others and sensitivity to what troubles them.
The Lord [does] not stand aloof; he does not appear annoyed or disturbed.
Instead, he is completely present to this person. He is open to encounter.

The second verb is listen. True encounter arises only from listening. Jesus
listened to that man’s question and to the religious and existential
concerns that lay behind it. He did not give a non-committal reply or offer a
prepackaged solution; he did not pretend to respond politely, simply as a
way of dismissing him and continuing on his way. Jesus simply listens, for
whatever amount of time it takes.

Finally, discern. 
Encounter and listening are not ends in themselves, leaving everything just
as it was before. On the contrary, whenever we enter into dialogue, we
allow ourselves to be challenged, to advance on a journey. And in the end,
we are no longer the same; we are changed..

Extract from Pope Francis Easter Vigil Homily, St Peter’s Basilica, 16
April 2022:

"We cannot celebrate Easter if we continue to be dead; if we remain
prisoners of the past; if in our lives we lack the courage to let ourselves be
forgiven by God who forgives everything, the courage to change, to break
with the works of evil, to decide for Jesus and his love. If we continue to
reduce faith to a talisman, making God a lovely memory from times past,
instead of encountering him today as the living God who desires to change



us and to change our world.

A Christianity that seeks the Lord among the ruins of the past and
encloses him in the tomb of habit is a Christianity without Easter. 
Yet the Lord is risen! Let us not tarry among the tombs, but run to find him,
the Living One! Nor may we be afraid to seek him also in the faces of our
brothers and sisters, in the stories of those who hope and dream, in the
pain of those who suffer: God is there!"

(Source)

The following listing of recent Catholics For
Renewal website News & Opinion items
provide an overview of leading Church issues
and may be accessed HERE

Note that publication of links to these items does not
necessarily indicate editorial support.

Theologians must find new ways to share the faith: Pope 
Community invited to Plenary Council’s closing Mass 
Pope adds new step to create diocesan religious orders 
Pope Francis warns Catholic educators against false traditionalism 
Governance, place of women… France drafts its synod report 
Tasmania takes ‘positive step’ to keep kids out of detention 
Cardinal declares subordination of women ‘fruit of sin' 
Pope says traditionalist Catholics ‘gag’ church reforms 
Living with the chaos: the current state of Roman Catholicism 
Synod: Spanish Catholics want greater role for laity, less clericalism 
Melbourne Catholic Archdiocese ordered to pay $1.9m to abuse survivor 
The Catholic Church in Chile has lost all credibility 
Plenary Council Framework for Motions: Proposals for Amendments 
Pope Francis and Vatican II give us a road map for the synodal process 
Diocese of Parramatta celebrates commitment to Reconciliation 
Catholic synodality the Kiwi way 
The problem with the ‘conservative’ faith 
A 'Plenary Council' Milestone. Where's it at ? 
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Caritas calls on Albanese Government to close the gap 
Church communications must help build culture of truth 
Reformers call for Third Assembly 
Church in NZ releases new information on reported abuse 
Tiananmen Square memorial Masses cancelled in Hong Kong 
The future of ministry: by whom and for whom? 
Pope Francis names 21 new cardinals, 
Final Synthesis of Australian Dioceses Reports for the Synod of Bishops
2021-2023 
Archbishop calls for prayers in ‘troubled times’ 
Rome conference revisits 'Amoris Laetitia' and church's call to welcome
marginalized Catholics 
Banned by Cordileone in San Francisco, Pelosi receives Eucharist in
Washington 
Synod cannot ignore difficult questions says Cardinal Grech 
The anti-clericalist pope leans on tradition 
Five married men take next step on path to ordination 
Coalition and Labor leave asylum-seekers in limbo 
Faith, politics and Australia’s ‘run of religious PMs’ 
US largest Catholic priests' association condemns racist murders, white
supremacy 
US bishops "have lost interest in civic engagement" 
Avoiding a deadlocked conclave 
The time is now - getting back on Mission 
Why is the church failing in the West? 
Cardinal Joseph Zen, 90, arrested in Hong Kong 
Pope Francis highlights danger of staid liturgies that 'deny Vatican Council
II' 
Australian Bishops Conference elects Archbishop Costelloe president

It's all about "Getting Back On Mission"

Getting Back on Mission is forward-looking and
founded on trust in the Spirit – it is about hope.
The book focuses on Jesus’ mission for the
Church;

Getting Back on Mission: Reforming Our Church
Together - “... a realistic, hopeful and authentically



Catholic roadmap for the forthcoming Australian
Plenary Council.....” (Frank Brennan SJ, AO)

This book is available from Garratt Publishing at
A$29.95 

Free Call: 1300 650 878 or online HERE

Comments, Inquiries, Donations invited.

DONATIONS HERE.

(thanks to those who have kindly responded)

We are volunteers. Our 'renewal' work is a labour
of love - much love for our Christ-given Church
and much labour in supporting it. Please help support our intensive and
mostly self-funded ongoing work. Purchasing a copy of Get Back on
Mission (here) will also help.

eMail: info@catholicsforrenewal.org.au 
Website: www.catholicsforrenewal.org.au

You're invited to link this Newsletter to your Social Media site(s) via
the icons at the top of this Newsletter. Share it with friends or simply
forward it to them - using the FORWARD button below. You or they may
Subscribe to or Unsubscribe from our email list at any time using the
PREFERENCES or UNSUBSCRIBE button below, or by direct email
request.

You are invited to forward this Newsletter to friends and
colleagues, directly or using the 'Forward' button below.
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